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1. [bookmark: _30j0zll] Introduction 

*General numbers and estimates have been added throughout the document. In subsequent applications, these numbers will be replaced in alignment with project design.*

The Incidental Take Permit (ITP) application has been prepared pursuant to Section 2081 subdivision (b) of the Fish and Game Code for [SPV] (Applicant) for the [PROJECT NAME] (Project) located in [CITY], [COUNTY], California. Authorization of the ITP by California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) will allow the Applicant to take species that are state listed as endangered or threatened under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA), a candidate for state listing, or a rare plant. This ITP application has been prepared by Applicant, using an application template created by the Large-scale Solar Association, to comply with the requirements of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 783.2. Although CDFW has agreed to accept applications using this template, CDFW is not requiring its use nor is CDFW agreeing that the template will necessarily include all of the information ultimately needed for CDFW to issue an ITP for the Project.

These requirements include Applicant information, the species to be covered under the ITP, the project description and location, an analysis of the project’s affects to covered species that could result in taking of the species and analysis of whether the issuance of an ITP would jeopardize the continued existence of the covered species, proposed measures to minimize and fully mitigate impacts of the proposed taking, a proposed plan to monitor compliance with the minimization and mitigation measures, as well as the effectiveness of the measures, and a description of the funding source for implementation of the minimization and mitigation measures. Table 1 shows the locations in this document where the application materials prescribed by 14 CCR Section 783.2(a) can be found.

[bookmark: _1fob9te]Table 1:	Location in this Document of Required Application Materials 
	Code Citation
	Requirement
	Section

	14 CCR Section 783.2(a)(1)
	Applicant’s full name, mailing address, and telephone number(s)
	1.1

	14 CCR Section 783.2(a)(2)
	Common and scientific names of the species to be covered by the permit and the species’ status under CESA
	2.1

	14 CCR Section 783.2(a)(3)
	Complete description of the project or activity for which the permit is sought
	1.7

	14 CCR Section 783.2(a)(4)
	Location where the project or activity is to occur or to be conducted
	1.3

	14 CCR Section 783.2(a)(5)
	Analysis of whether and to what extent the project or activity for which the permit is sought could result in the taking of species to be covered by the permit
	2.2

	14 CCR Section 783.2(a)(6)
	Analysis of the impacts of the proposed taking on the species
	2.3

	14 CCR Section 783.2(a)(7)
	Analysis of whether issuance of the incidental take permit would jeopardize the continued existence of a species
	2.4

	14 CCR Section 783.2(a)(8)
	Proposed measures to minimize and fully mitigate the impacts of the proposed taking
	3.1, 3.2, 4

	14 CCR Section 783.2(a)(9)
	Proposed plan to monitor compliance with the minimization and mitigation measures and the effectiveness of the measures
	5

	14 CCR Section 783.2(a)(10)
	Description of the funding source and the level of funding available for implementation of the minimization and mitigation measures
	6

	14 CCR Section 783.2(a)(11)
	Certification
	7



1.1 [bookmark: _3znysh7]Applicant [CCR § 783.2(a)(1)]

	Permittee(s):
	[SPV] 

	Principal Officer:
	[Name]

	Contact Person:
	[Name, Phone, Email]

	Mailing Address:
	[Address]



1.2 [bookmark: _2et92p0]Permit Coverage Period
Permit covers [construction only OR operations and maintenance only OR both construction and operations and maintenance].
Permit coverage is requested for a period of [# PERMIT COVERAGE] years. 
Construction is anticipated to start by [P1 QUARTER YEAR].
Construction is anticipated to end by [QUARTER][YEAR]. 
Project has an anticipated operational life of [# LIFESPAN] years. 
Decommissioning is anticipated to start in [QUARTER][YEAR].
Permit coverage will end when decommissioning is completed.
1.3 [bookmark: _tyjcwt]Project Location [CCR§ 783.2(a)(4)]
The [Project] is generally located within [UNINCORPORATED TOWN, COUNTY, ETC.], approximately X miles [N/S/E/W] from [NEAREST TOWN] (See FIGURE 1, Regional Vicinity). The Project is located on the [TOWNSHIP, RANGE, SECTION]. The Project is primarily located in CDFW Region [#] – [REGION NAME]. The primary gen-tie corridor originates from [DESCRIBE] and heads [DIRECTION AND DESCRIPTION], before ending at the [PROJECT SUBSTATION]. Attachment C provides the Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) associated with the project. The project’s approximate center point occurs at [Latitude/Longitude].

The Project Area is bounded as follows:
• North – 
• West – 
• South – 
• East – 

[bookmark: _3dy6vkm][Provide project boundary mapping and data. Polygon data is preferred for the limits of disturbance of the PV footprint. Point, linear, or multipoint files may be more appropriate for project components like collector lines, gen-tie, external access roads, etc. Preferred filetypes include both zipped shapefile and kmz. Geospatial data must be georeferenced and designed within a coordinate system (i.e., UTM), datum (i.e., NAD1983), units (i.e., US Feet), and zone (i.e., SPCS Zone).]
The Applicant seeks authorization under Section 2081 (b) of the CESA for potential incidental take of [SPECIES] that could occur within the [XX-acre] Permit Area, as shown on Figure 2, Permit Area – ITP Coverage Map, due [CONFIRMED PRESENCE OR ASSUME PRESENCE DUE TO presence of potentially suitable habitat].
1.4 [bookmark: _1t3h5sf]CEQA Lead Agency
Name of the Local or State approving agency. Name, address, telephone number, and fax number of the Lead Agency contact person.
1.5 [bookmark: _4d34og8]CEQA Documentation
A statement as to whether an environmental impact report, negative declaration, or mitigated negative declaration has been prepared or is being considered. If available, please include the CEQA document, Notice of Determination, and Environmental Filing Fee Receipt. (See Appendix A, CEQA Documentation)
1.6 [bookmark: _2s8eyo1]Additional State and Federal Permits
1.6.1 [bookmark: _17dp8vu]Federal permit authorizing take of listed species
If applicable, detail the federal agency, permit type, and include permit tracking numbers where applicable.

1.6.2 [bookmark: _3rdcrjn]Additional permits issued by CDFW
List any other permits issued by CDFW (or in progress) for the project such as a Lake and Streambed Alteration (LSA) Agreement, 2081(a) Permit, 2084 Permit or Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). Include permit tracking numbers where applicable.

1.6.3 Other state and federal permits
If applicable, detail any other state or federal permits that regulate any Project activities that have the potential for ground-disturbance or any take of or impacts to the species for which the Project seeks take coverage.

1.7 [bookmark: _26in1rg]Project Description [CCR § 783.2(a)(3)]
The Project includes the construction, operation, maintenance, and decommissioning of a photovoltaic (PV) solar facility and associated infrastructure to generate up to [# PV MW] megawatts (MW) of renewable electrical energy and up to [# BESS MW] MW of energy storage. The Project consists of [# OF PROJECT SITES] Project sites (Sites 1 through [# OF PROJECT SITES]; FIGURE 2) on approximately [# PROJECT ACREAGE] acres of [privately-owned, federally managed, etc.] land. In addition to the [# PROJECT ACREAGE]-acre site, the Project includes a [# LENGTH OF GENTIE] mile gen-tie [overhead/underground] electrical transmission line that will transmit power to the [PROJECT SUBSTATION]. Generally, the gen-tie would be located within a [# GENTIE CORRIDOR WIDTH]-foot wide corridor, with some portions of the corridor expanded to facilitate construction. Together, the [# OF PROJECT SITES] Project sites and the area that supports the gen-tie electrical transmission line ([#] acres) are referred to as the Project Area.

The Project would be supported by an up to [230/500]-kilovolt (kV) gen-tie overhead electrical transmission line originating from one or more on-site substations, running [DIRECTION] through [DESCRIPTION], and terminating at the [PROJECT SUBSTATION] in [COUNTY]. The Project’s permanent facilities would include service roads, PV panels supported on solar trackers, a power collection system, communication cables, overhead transmission lines, electrical switchyards, substations, energy storage systems (ESS), stormwater retention basins, weather stations, and operations and maintenance facilities including buildings, water storage, and security fence.

Construction equipment that may be used during Project activities includes earthwork scrapers, excavators, dozers, water trucks, paddlewheels, haul vehicles, graders, and other similar heavy equipment. Construction traffic would access the Project from [ROADS]. Due to the size of the Project, parking for all employee vehicles could be accommodated on-site if a shuttle service is not provided. Construction worker parking areas would be located [DESCRIBE].

Initial construction is expected to occur between [6:00 am and 5:00 pm], Monday through Friday. Additional hours may be necessary to make up schedule deficiencies or to complete critical construction activities. Nighttime construction activities may include all activities described associated with construction, with the exception of the use of pneumatic tools for driving solar foundation support posts, the use of any auger drill rigs, and scrapers. Nighttime construction activities may also include refueling equipment, staging material for the following day’s construction activities, quality assurance/control, security patrols, and commissioning.

Construction materials and supplies would be delivered by truck. All construction materials and supplies would be stored on-site and within proximity to the area where work would be undertaken. For work along the gen-tie routes, staging/laydown areas within the affected easements or rights-of-way will be available during the construction phase and off-site lands will not be affected. Truck deliveries would normally occur during daylight hours. However, there would be offloading and/or transporting on weekends and during evening hours.

Construction of Phase 1 is anticipated to begin in [P1 QUARTER YEAR] and will occur over approximately [# MONTHS OF P1 CONSTRUCTION] months. Phase 2 of the project will begin in [QUARTER][YEAR] and will occur for approximately [# MONTHS OF P2 CONSTRUCTION] months. The whole of the project is expected to be fully constructed by [COD YEAR]. Operation and maintenance (O&M) is anticipated to continue for over [# LIFESPAN] years after construction is complete. Project activities are presented below as initial construction and ongoing O&M following construction.

Construction

Construction of the Project includes the following activities:

· Site Preparation, Grading, and Earthwork. The Project sites will be cleared and graded as needed to allow for the installation of the solar arrays, energy storage facility, related infrastructure, access driveways, and temporary construction staging areas. Staging areas may include material laydown and storage areas and an equipment assembly area. Earthmoving activities may include the construction of the internal access roads, solar panel arrays, O&M buildings and associated facilities, substations, energy storage systems, water storage tank and any associated water treatment systems, gen-tie lines, and storm water protection or storage (detention) facilities. The cut and fill material associated with all earthwork required in the Project Area are planned to be balanced on site. 

[If differential site preparation methods are used across the site that indicate different levels or duration of impact to the covered species, describe in detail the methods of site preparation (e.g., mowing, grubbing, dive and crush, compaction, etc.)]

Water trucks will be used for dust suppression, soil compaction, and grading. Palliatives may also be used for dust suppression. Stabilized construction entrances and exits will also be installed at the project entrance driveways to ensure that potential for tracking of sediment onto adjacent public roadways is minimized. Final grading may include revegetation with native plants, low-lying grass, or applying earth-binding materials to disturbed areas for dust control. [Note improvements outside of fence - staging areas, carpool areas, road aprons, encroachment permits, staging areas, routes of travel, and electrical connections among Project sites. Reference illustrative figure.]

· Site Access, Security, and Security Fencing. The perimeter of each of the [# OF PROJECT SITES] Project sites will be enclosed within a chain link security fence measuring up to [8 feet] in height (from finished grade). [Describe covered species-specific fencing - including permeability, materials to be used, wildlife protection design features, maximum depth, if buried, and temporal nature of fence if not permanent.] Additionally, security measures such as barbed wire, controlled access points, security and instruction alarms, security camera systems, sensor lights, and/or security guard vehicle patrols to deter trespassing and/or unauthorized activities will be included. Low voltage fencing, as a security measure, will not be used.

Improvements to existing off-site roadways may be required to provide construction (or permanent) access to the Project (See Figure XX). Controlled access gates will be maintained at the main entrances to each of the [# OF PROJECT SITES] Project sites. Project access would be provided to off-site emergency response teams (i.e., fire department) that would respond in the event of an “after-hours” emergency. Enclosure gates would be manually operated with a key provided in an identified key box location.

For each of the [# OF PROJECT SITES] Project sites, interior roadway alignments will be finalized once placement of the solar panels is determined.

· Panel Installation. The Project will use PV panels or modules including but not limited to concentrated photovoltaic technology (CPV) or bi-facial technology, which have similar rectangular shapes, sizes and thickness on mounting frameworks to convert sunlight directly into electricity. The solar array fields would be arranged in groups called “blocks” with inverter stations generally located centrally within the blocks. Blocks would produce direct electrical current (DC), which is converted to alternating electrical current (AC) at the inverter stations.

Maximum panel height will be [20 feet], depending on the mounting system used and County building codes. Foundations for mounting structures will be installed up to [10 feet] deep, depending on the structure, soil conditions, and wind loads, and may be encased in concrete or utilize small concrete footings.

· Energy Storage System. Each Project site will include up to [# OF BATTERIES] ESSs, located at or near a substation/switchyard (on-site or shared) and/or at the inverter stations. ESSs would be up to [# BESS MW] MW-AC in capacity and encompass up to [# ACRES BESS] acres in total area at each Project site. The ESS modules are approximately [40 feet in length by 8 feet in width by 8 feet in height] and housed on pad- or post-mounted, stackable metal structures, but may also be housed in a dedicated building(s). The maximum height of a dedicated structure will not exceed [25 feet]. All project facilities will adhere to industry standard fire protection measures.

· Substations. Output from the inverter stations will be transferred via electrical conduits and electrical conductor wires to up to [# OF SUBSTATIONS] substation(s) or switchyard(s) (collectively referred to as a “substation”). Each substation may contain several components, including auxiliary power transformers, distribution cabinets, revenue metering systems, microwave transmission towers, and voltage switch gear. Each substation would occupy an area of approximately [200 feet by 200 feet], secured separately by an additional chain-link fence, and sited to be located along the perimeter of the Project.

Substations will generally include a small control building (roughly [500 square feet]) standing approximately [10 feet] tall constructed of either prefabricated concrete or steel housing with rooms for the voltage switch gear and the metering equipment, a room for the station supply transformer, and a separate control technology room in which the main computer, the intrusion detection system, and the main distribution equipment are housed. Components of this building (e.g., control technology room and intrusion detection system) may alternatively be located at the O&M facilities.  

Substations may include a [X]-kW emergency generator for use if the regional transmission fails. Substations must have access to communication systems in the area to comply with the FERC/CAISO/utility monitoring and control requirements. Compliance may be accomplished by underground lines, aboveground lines, or wirelessly.

· Operations and Maintenance Facilities. Up to [# OF O&M] O&M buildings of approximately [40 feet by 80 feet] in size, and approximately [15 feet] in height, with associated on-site parking ([paved, unpaved, graveled]) will be constructed. The O&M buildings may be co- located with the substations and would be [Describe: e.g., steel-framed, with metal siding and roof panels]. The O&M buildings may include an office, repair building/parts storage room(s), a control room, restroom, and septic tank and leach field system and/or extension of utilities such as electrical, water, and sewage. Any designated O&M building noted on the site plans that are not built will instead be developed with solar panels or other project infrastructure.

· Collection, Inverter, and Transformer Systems. PV energy will be delivered via cables to inverter stations, which will be located generally near the center of each block. Inverter stations will comprise one or more inverter modules with a rated power of up to [5 MW] each, a unit transformer, and voltage switch gear. The unit transformer and voltage switch gear may be housed in steel enclosures, while the inverter module(s) will be housed in cabinets. The inverter station may lie within an enclosed or canopied metal structure, on a skid or concrete mounted pad. Additionally, motion-sensitive cameras may be installed within the solar fields in proximity to the inverters for purposes of security. 

· Gen-Tie Transmission Line. Power generated by the Project would be delivered from the on-site substations to the existing [PROJECT SUBSTATION] by up to [230/500]kV [overhead/underground] electrical transmission lines. A combination of [monopoles, dead end structures, and h-frames] will be used for the transmission line, with concrete foundations at each structure of up to [18 feet] in depth. Structures may be marked in accordance with FAA requirements. Fiber cable/communication line will be installed within a [6-inch] trench [describe location of fiber cables]. The trench will be mechanically excavated and backfilled with native material, per design specifications. Construction of the [# LENGTH OF GENTIE]-mile gen-tie line will occur throughout a [# GENTIE CORRIDOR WIDTH]-foot wide corridor. The gen-tie line may be maintained using a [XX-foot]-wide access road located within the corridor. 

· Meteorological Station. A solar meteorological station, approximately [10 feet by 2 feet] in size, would be located on one of the Project sites and will include solar energy (irradiance) meters, in addition to an air temperature sensor and wind anemometer. The maximum height of this equipment would be [20 feet].

· Project Site Lighting. Night lighting will be installed at the access gates, substations, O&M buildings, and inverters to allow for access and emergency maintenance. Night lighting would provide O&M personnel with illumination for both normal and emergency operating conditions. The minimum illumination needed to ensure worker safety and security on-site would be provided. All night lighting installed would be motion sensitive and/or timer-controlled and would be shielded and directed downward to minimize the potential for glare or spillover onto adjacent areas.

· Water Storage Tanks. Each phase would have up to [# TANKS] above-ground water storage tanks with a total capacity of up to [# TANK CAPACITY] gallons. These tanks may be placed near the O&M buildings. Each tank may be up to [30 feet] in diameter.

· Stormwater Retention Basins. Up to [# BASINS] earthen stormwater retention basins of varying shapes and sizes will be installed as part of the Project, as determined by final engineering requirements. However, slopes will be 3:1 or flatter, constructed from the excavated basin material and will be compacted and covered with an erosion control blanket. Basins will collect stormwater runoff and will typically be placed between the perimeter road and the security fence and excavated to support a 1-foot (above ground surface) maximum water surface elevation. All stormwater retention basin berms will be tested and verified by the geotechnical consultant.

Operations and Maintenance

Ongoing operations and maintenance activities following construction of the Project includes the following:

· Facility Maintenance. Facility maintenance may include minor ground disturbing activities and/or the replacement or repair of inverters, wiring, PV modules, or other Project infrastructure. Road repair will occur including the placement or replacement of gravel, erosion repair, and reconstruction of Arizona crossings. Up to [# EMPLOYEES] full-time O&M personnel may work at the site at a given time, driving pick-up trucks or operating specialized maintenance equipment. Routine line patrols and insulator washing, pole and tower repair or replacement, insulator replacement, cross arm replacement, anchor and guy replacement, restringing corridors, and road maintenance may occur along the transmission line.

· Solar Panel Washing. PV module washing will be required up to [four] times per year and is expected to take [10] days per washing activity. The activity will use up to [five] staff and will use approximately [four acre-feet] of water per year. Water will come from an on-site water well or will be trucked in from [WATER DISTRICT]. This water may also be used to wash equipment or other non-sanitary uses.

· Monitoring Electricity Generation. Personnel will be visiting the site and driving along established access roads for diagnostics testing and site inspection.

· Providing Site Security. Security guard vehicle patrols will occur on a regular basis.

Vegetation Maintenance. Vegetation maintenance will occur as needed and may include the use of string trimmers, mowing, hand pulling of weeds, and herbicide use. Vegetation would be permanently cleared from roadways, BESS facilities, and where concrete foundations are used for the inverter equipment, substations, and O&M facilities. [Reference vegetation management plan and include discussion of approach, trimming v. mowing, and type of plants to remain on site (native, naturalized, combination.)]

· Hazardous Materials Management. The following materials are expected to be used during operations and maintenance of the Project: insulating oil, lubricating oil, various solvents and detergents, and gasoline or diesel fuels. Hazardous wastes will be managed, handled, stored, and transported in accordance with applicable local and State regulations. Spill prevention and containment for construction and operation of the Project will adhere to the Environmental Protection Agency’s guidance on Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures.

· Battery Augmentation. Augmentation could include replacement of batteries within enclosures and/or the phased installation of BESS enclosures throughout the life of the Project, beyond what is needed to be installed during the “beginning of life” up to the permitted footprint of the Project. To fully analyze potential impacts from the Project, all BESS enclosures that would be constructed and operated through the life of the Project have been included in the Project’s planning and impact assessments. 

Decommissioning

At the end of the Project’s operational term, the Applicant may determine that the Project Site should be decommissioned and deconstructed, or it may seek an extension of its permit. All Project components would be decommissioned. All decommissioning would occur within the development footprint and disturbance limits of the Project. The Project may have temporary decommissioning staging areas and an area for construction worker parking for use throughout the decommissioning and/or repowering activities. 

All decommissioning and restoration activities will adhere to the requirements of the appropriate governing authorities and be in accordance with all applicable federal, state, and local regulations. The decommissioning of the facility would last approximately [X] months. 

Decommissioning activities include collection and recycling of PV solar arrays and other associated equipment; crushing and recycling of concrete equipment pads; removal of underground conduit and wires; removal of transmission line poles; and removal and salvage of collection lines. In addition, buildings and other structures will be deconstructed, transported off-site, and salvaged. The restoration of topsoil and revegetation of the Plant Site will occur after decommissioning activities are complete.
1.8 [bookmark: _lnxbz9]Existing Conditions
Describe project site topography, elevations, soil types, vegetation types, land cover categories. Vegetation types and land cover categories for the project are depicted on [Figure XX and XX, Vegetation Type and Other Land Cover]. (See Figures XX and XX)  

2. [bookmark: _35nkun2]Project Impacts 
2.1 [bookmark: _1ksv4uv]Species for which Coverage is Requested [CCR 783.2(a)(2)]
Incidental take coverage is requested for the following species:

[bookmark: _44sinio]Table 2: Species Listed Under CESA
	Common Name
	Scientific Name
	State Status
	Federal Status

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



These species are not subject to the rules and guidelines pursuant to Section 2112 and Section 2114 of the Fish and Game Code.

Critical Habitat: [XX] critical habitat has been designated for this species.

Recovery Planning: [YY] recovery plan has been completed for this species.

Habitat Requirements
[INSERT DESCRIPTION]

Historic Range 
[INSERT DESCRIPTION]

Current Range and Potential Occurrence in the Permit Area
[INSERT DESCRIPTION]
2.2 [bookmark: _2jxsxqh]Potential for Take [CCR 783.2(a)(5)]
The following section discusses the Project’s potential for take of [COVERED SPECIES], hereinafter referred to as Covered Species, within the Permit Area. An analysis of the potential impacts that could occur to each of these species is provided and discusses whether the proposed impacts from the project to the species can be fully mitigated. Under California Fish and Game Code, “take” means to hunt, pursue, catch, capture or kill, or attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture or kill. “Incidental Take,” such as that sought under this ITP application, is take that is incidental to an otherwise lawful activity.

Covered activities, defined as Project construction, operation and maintenance, and decommissioning within the Permit Area, could result in the incidental take of individuals of one or more of the Covered Species. Take could result from activities such as vegetation clearing and grubbing; grading; road improvements; communication and electrical cable installation; PV solar array erection; gen-tie construction; fence installation; salvage, relocation or translocation of Covered Species (if required); operation and maintenance; and decommissioning. However, important to this discussion is an understanding of the presence or absence of the Covered Species within the Permit Area based on the suitability of the onsite habitats for supporting these species (Appendix B, Biological Evaluation).

The potential for take is analyzed for each species based on a review of existing site conditions, results of focused surveys for each species on the project site and the expected loss of habitats associated with
development. 

2.2.1 [bookmark: _z337ya]Species One 
[Sufficient detail should be provided to identify all equipment and activities that could cause temporary or ongoing take of covered species. In most cases, a table noting impact areas and type will be required. Reference and attach the biological resources report or biological resources section of the CEQA document. Provide field staff qualifications, where relevant.] 

2.2.2 [bookmark: _3j2qqm3]Species Two 
[Sufficient detail should be provided to identify all equipment and activities that could cause temporary or ongoing take of covered species. In most cases, a table noting impact areas will be required. Reference the biological resources technical report or biological resources section of the CEQA document. Reference and attach the biological resources report or biological resources section of the CEQA document. Provide field staff qualifications, where relevant.]

2.3 [bookmark: _1y810tw]Analysis of Impact [CCR 783.2(a)(6)]
Activities from project implementation may result in direct mortality of the Covered Species from:
vehicle strikes, crushing by equipment, collapse or excavation of burrowing, and entombment of
individuals during earthwork, [etc.].

Potential indirect impacts to Covered Species and their habitat include short-term effects of
construction activities; ongoing O&M related activities such as noise, lighting, ground vibrations, and
fugitive dust; introduction and spread of invasive species; habitat modification or changes in vegetative
structure; and altered behavior resulting from ongoing Project disturbance in occupied habitat affecting
[denning, foraging, reproduction, etc.].

The proposed project footprint covers [# PROJECT ACREAGE] acres. However, development is expected to result in the potential loss of [COVERED SPECIES] distributed throughout the site. These species are discussed individually below.

2.3.1 [bookmark: _4i7ojhp]Species One 
[Provide table with temporary and permanent acreage impacts by project feature, including number of individuals and life history characteristics as applicable by species protocols.] 

2.3.2 [bookmark: _2xcytpi]Species Two 
[Provide table with temporary and permanent acreage impacts by project feature, including number of individuals and life history characteristics as applicable by species protocols.] 

2.4 [bookmark: _1ci93xb]Potential For Jeopardy [CCR 783.2(a)(7)]  
2.4.1 [bookmark: _3whwml4]Species One 
[Provide consideration of the species’ capability to survive and reproduce, and any adverse impacts of the taking on those abilities in light of: 1) known population trends; 2) known threats to the species; and 3) reasonably foreseeable impacts on the species from other related projects and activities.] 

2.4.2 [bookmark: _2bn6wsx]Species Two 
[Provide consideration of the species’ capability to survive and reproduce, and any adverse impacts of the taking on those abilities in light of: 1) known population trends; 2) known threats to the species; and 3) reasonably foreseeable impacts on the species from other related projects and activities.] 


3. [bookmark: _qsh70q]Mitigation Measures [CCR 783.2(a)(8)]
3.1 [bookmark: _3as4poj]Avoidance and Minimization Measures 
The Applicant (also referred to as the Permittee in this Section) agrees to implement the following general avoidance and minimization measures to reduce potential impacts to [COVERED SPECIES]. 
Unless specified otherwise, the following measures apply to all Covered Activities within the Permit Area, including areas used for vehicular ingress and egress, staging and parking, and noise and vibration generating activities that may/will cause take. 

1. Legal Compliance: Permittee shall comply with all applicable federal, State, and local laws in existence on the effective date of the ITP or adopted thereafter.

2. CEQA Compliance: Permittee shall implement and adhere to the mitigation measures related to the Covered Species in the Biological Resources section of the Environmental Impact Report (SCH No.: [XXXXXX] certified by [CEQA LEAD AGENCY] on [DATE] as lead agency for the Project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Pub. Resources Code, § 21000 et seq.).

3. LSAA Agreement Compliance: Permittee shall implement and adhere to the mitigation measures and conditions related to the Covered Species in the Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement (LSAA) (Notification No. EPIMS-[XXX] for the Project executed by CDFW pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1600 et seq.).

4. ITP Time Frame Compliance: Permittee shall fully implement and adhere to these measures within the time frames set forth below and as set forth in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP).

5. General Provisions:

5.1. Designated Representative. Before starting Covered Activities, Permittee shall designate a representative (Designated Representative) responsible for communications with CDFW and overseeing compliance with the ITP. Permittee shall notify CDFW in writing before starting Covered Activities of the Designated Representative’s name, business address, and contact information, and shall notify CDFW in writing if a substitute Designated Representative is selected or identified at any time during the term of the ITP.

5.2. Designated Biologist(s) and Designated Monitor(s). At least 15 days before starting Covered Activities, Permittee shall submit to CDFW in writing the name, qualifications, business address, and contact information of the Designated Biologist(s) and Biological Designated Monitor(s) using the Biologist Resume Form (Attachment 2) or another format containing the same information. Permittee shall obtain CDFW’s written approval of proposed Designated Biologist(s) and Biological Designated Monitor(s) before starting Covered Activities. The Designated Monitor(s) may assist the Designated Biologist(s) in compliance monitoring under the direct supervision of the Designated Biologist(s). Permittee shall ensure that the Designated Biologist(s) and Designated Monitor(s) are knowledgeable and experienced in the biology, natural history, trapping, handling, and relocating the Covered Species. 

The Designated Biologist(s) and Designated Monitor(s) shall be responsible for monitoring Covered Activities to help minimize and fully mitigate or avoid the incidental take of individual Covered Species and to minimize disturbance of Covered Species’ habitat. Permittee shall also obtain approval in advance, in writing, if the Designated Biologist(s) or Designated Monitor(s) must be changed.

5.3. Designated Biologist(s) and Designated Monitor(s) Authority. To ensure compliance with the Conditions of Approval of the ITP, the Designated Biologist(s) or Designated Monitor(s) shall immediately stop any activity that does not comply with the ITP and/or order any reasonable measure to avoid the unauthorized take of an individual of the Covered Species. Permittee shall provide unfettered access to the Permit Area and otherwise facilitate the Designated Biologist(s) and Designated Monitor(s) in the performance of their duties. If the Designated Biologist(s) or Designated Monitor(s) is unable to comply with the ITP, then they shall notify the CDFW Representative immediately. Permittee shall not enter into any agreement or contract of any kind, including but not limited to non-disclosure agreements and confidentiality agreements, with its contractors and/or the Designated Biologist(s) or Designated Monitor(s) that prohibit or impede open communication with CDFW, including but not limited to providing CDFW staff with the results of any surveys, reports, or studies or notifying CDFW of any non-compliance or take. Failure to notify CDFW of any non-compliance or take or injury of a Covered Species as a result of such agreement or contract may result in CDFW taking actions to prevent or remedy a violation of the ITP.

5.4. Education Program. Permittee shall conduct an education program for all persons employed or otherwise working in the Permit Area before starting Covered Activities. The program shall consist of a presentation from the Designated Biologist that includes a discussion of the biology and general behavior of the Covered Species, information about the distribution and habitat needs of the Covered Species, sensitivity of the Covered Species to human activities, its status pursuant to CESA including legal protection, recovery efforts, penalties for violations, and Project-specific protective measures described in the ITP.     

Permittee shall prepare and distribute wallet-sized cards or a fact sheet handout containing this information for workers to carry in the Permit Area. Permittee shall provide interpretation for non-English speaking workers, and the same instruction shall be provided to any new workers before they are authorized to perform work in the Permit Area. Upon completion of the program, employees shall sign a form stating they attended the program and understand all protection measures. This training shall be repeated at least once annually for long-term and/or permanent employees that will be conducting work in the Permit Area.

5.5. Construction Monitoring Documentation. The Designated Biologist(s) and/or Designated Monitor(s) shall maintain construction monitoring documentation on-site in either hard copy or digital format throughout the construction period, which shall include a copy of the ITP with attachments and a list of signatures of all personnel who have successfully completed the education program. Permittee shall ensure a copy of the construction monitoring documentation is available for review at the Permit Area upon request by CDFW.

5.6. Trash Abatement. Permittee shall initiate a trash abatement program before starting Covered Activities and shall continue the program for the duration of the Project. Permittee shall ensure that trash and food items are contained in animal-proof containers and removed, ideally at appropriate intervals to avoid attracting opportunistic predators such as ravens, coyotes, and feral dogs.

5.7. Dust Control. Permittee shall implement dust control measures during Covered Activities to facilitate visibility for monitoring of the Covered Species by the Designated Biologist. Permittee shall keep the amount of water used to the minimum amount needed and shall not allow water to form puddles. Dust palliatives or other chemical soil stabilizers will be used during construction, O&M, or decommissioning activities pending prior written approval by CDFW.

5.8. Erosion Control Materials. Permittee shall prohibit use of erosion control materials potentially harmful to Covered Species and other wildlife, such as monofilament netting, plastic “photodegradable” and shall otherwise fully cooperate with CDFW efforts to verify compliance with or effectiveness of mitigation measures set forth in the ITP.

5.9. Refuse Removal. Upon completion of Covered Activities, Permittee shall remove from the Permit Area and properly dispose of all temporary fill and construction refuse, including, but not limited to, broken equipment parts, wrapping material, cords, cables, wire, rope, strapping, twine, buckets, metal or plastic containers, and boxes.

5.10. Lighting. All temporary and permanent outdoor lighting shall be directed downward, shielded to focus illumination on the desired areas only, of minimum wattage necessary to achieve safety and security objectives.

5.11. Herbicide Use. Permittee shall limit herbicide use to treat and control invasive plant species only and shall only apply herbicide after hand or mechanical efforts have been ineffective. Permittee shall ensure that all application of herbicide is done by a licensed applicator in accordance with all applicable federal, State, and local laws and regulations. Herbicide sprays shall be used only when wind speed are less than 10 miles per hour.

5.12. Dogs. Permittee shall prohibit domestic and working dogs from the Permit Area and site access routes during Covered Activities, except those in the possession of authorized security personnel or federal, State, or local law enforcement officials or as required in accordance with the American Disabilities Act (ADA).

5.13. Wildfire Avoidance. Permittee or Permittee’s contractors shall minimize the potential for human-caused wildfires by carrying water or fire extinguishers and shovels in all Project- related vehicles and heavy equipment. The use of shields, protective mats, or use of other fire preventative methods shall be used during grinding and welding to minimize the potential for fire. Personnel shall be trained regarding the fire hazard for wildlife as part of the worker education program described in Measure 5.4 above.

6. Monitoring, Notification and Reporting Provisions:

6.1. Notification Before Commencement. The Designated Representative shall notify CDFW before starting Covered Activities. The Notification shall document compliance with all pre-Project Conditions of Approval before starting Covered Activities. Preconstruction Survey results will be reported as required under Measure [Species Specific Measures X.XX].

6.2. Notification of Non-Compliance. The Designated Representative or Designated Biologist(s) shall immediately notify CDFW if the Permittee is not in compliance with any Condition of Approval of the ITP, including but not limited to any actual or anticipated failure to implement measures within the time periods indicated in the ITP and/or the MMRP. The Designated Representative shall follow up within 24 hours with a written report to CDFW describing, in detail, any non-compliance with the ITP and suggested measures to remedy the situation.

6.3. Compliance Monitoring. The Designated Biologist(s) shall be on-site daily, for the duration of the day, when Covered Activities occur during the entire initial construction period, unless temporary exclusion fencing has been installed and properly maintained, in accordance with Measures [Species Specific Measures X.XX]. During the operations and maintenance period of the Project, the Designated Biologist(s) shall be on-site, as needed, to address any compliance-related issues. Ground- and vegetation-disturbing activities include any action that modifies the existing ground or vegetated surface. Examples include mowing, application of herbicide, trenching, grading, etc. Operation of vehicles on established roads that have been properly maintained is not considered a ground- or vegetation-disturbing activity. The Designated Biologist(s) or Designated Monitor(s) shall otherwise be on-site during the construction period a minimum of once every 14 days during periods of inactivity and after clearing, grubbing, and grading are completed. The Designated Biologist(s) shall conduct compliance inspections to: (1) minimize incidental take of the Covered Species; (2) prevent unlawful take of species; (3) check for compliance with all measures of the ITP; (4) check all exclusion zones; (5) ensure that signs, stakes, and fencing are intact, and that Covered Activities are only occurring in the Permit Area; (6) maintain an on-going account of the number of acres that are permanently disturbed by the Project; and (7) document the Covered Activities that occurred.

The Designated Representative, Designated Biologist(s), or Designated Monitor(s) shall prepare daily written observation and inspection records summarizing oversight activities and compliance inspections, observations of Covered Species and their sign, survey results, and monitoring activities required by the ITP.

6.4. Quarterly Compliance Report. The Designated Representative or Designated Biologist(s) shall compile the observation and inspection records identified in Measures 6.4 into a Quarterly Compliance Report (QCR) during the initial construction period and into an Annual Status Report (Measure 6.6) during the O&M phase and submit it to CDFW along with a copy of the MMRP table with notes showing the current implementation status of each mitigation measure. Quarterly Compliance Reports shall be submitted via e-mail to CDFW’s Regional Representative, Regional Office, and Headquarters CESA Program no later than the 15th day of the month following the reporting period. At the time of the ITP’s approval, the Regional Representative is [INSERT REP NAME & EMAIL], the Regional Office e-mail is [INSERT REGIONAL OFFICE EMAIL] and the Headquarters CESA Program e-mail is CESA@wildlife.ca.gov. CDFW may at any time increase the timing and number of compliance inspections and reports required under this provision depending upon the results of previous compliance inspections. If CDFW determines the reporting schedule must be changed, CDFW will notify Permittees in writing of the new reporting schedule.

6.5. Annual Status Report. Permittee shall provide CDFW with an Annual Status Report (ASR) no later than January 31 of every year beginning with issuance of the ITP and continuing until CDFW accepts the Final Mitigation Report identified below. Each ASR shall include, at a minimum: (1) a summary of all QCRs for that year (Measure 6.5); (2) a record of the Education Program training sessions provided over the reporting year (Measure 5.4); (3) a general description of the status of the Permit Area and Covered Activities, including actual or projected completion dates, if known; (4) a copy of the table in the MMRP with notes showing the current implementation status of each mitigation measure; (5) a summary of findings from all pre-construction surveys conducted, including but not limited to, the number of times a Covered Species or their burrow was encountered, location, if avoidance was achieved, and if not, what measures were implemented; (6) an assessment of the effectiveness of each completed or partially completed mitigation measure in avoiding, minimizing and mitigating Project impacts; (7) all available information about Project-related incidental take of the Covered Species; (8) an accounting of the number of acres subject to permanent disturbance, both for the prior calendar year, and a total since ITP issuance; and (9) information about other Project impacts on the Covered Species. The ASR shall be submitted via e-mail to the Regional Representative and Regional Office identified in Measure 6.4 above.

6.6. CNDDB Observations. The Designated Biologist(s) shall submit all observations of Covered Species to CDFW’s California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) within a minimum of 60 calendar days of the observation. The Designated Biologist(s) shall include copies of the submitted forms with the next QCR or ASR, whichever is submitted first relative to the observation.

6.7. Construction Phase Conditions of Approval Evaluation Report. No later than 45 days after completion of all initial construction activities for the solar site and gen-tie line, Permittees shall provide CDFW with a Conditions of Approval Evaluation Report. The Designated Biologist shall prepare the Conditions of Approval Evaluation Report which shall include, at a minimum: (1) a summary of all Quarterly Compliance Reports and all ASRs; (2) beginning and ending dates of covered activities for the construction phase; (3) a copy of the table in the MMRP with notes showing when each of the construction phase conditions were implemented and an assessment of the effectiveness of each of the ITP’s Conditions of Approval associated with the construction of the Project in minimizing and mitigating Project impacts on Covered Species; (4) recommendations on how the conditions might be changed to more effectively minimize take and mitigate the impact of future projects on Covered Species; and (5) any other pertinent information. The Initial Construction Phase Conditions of Approval Evaluation Report shall be submitted via e-mail to the entities identified in Measure 6.4 above.

6.8. As-Built Development Plans. After completion of all initial construction activities, Permittee shall submit as-built development plans. The as-built plan sheets shall delineate and quantify the extent of permanent Project features, including roads, utilities and all other facilities and features associated with the Project. The as-built plans shall include an estimate of the permanent disturbance during construction by highlighting the estimated disturbance areas on the as-built plan sheets. The plan scale shall be 1":250' (one inch to 250 feet) or smaller. As-built plans shall be derived from survey data acquired after initial Project construction has been completed and shall be verified by the Designated Biologist(s). The as-built plans shall be submitted in electronic format (e- mail or other available document repository/share site) to the Regional Representative and Regional Office identified in Measure 6.4 above.

6.9. Notification of Take or Injury. Permittee shall immediately notify the Designated Biologist(s) if a Covered Species is taken or injured by a Project-related activity, or if a Covered Species is otherwise found dead or injured within the vicinity of the Project. The Designated Biologist(s) or Designated Representative shall provide initial notification to CDFW via email to the Regional Office at RRR.R4@wildlife.ca.gov. The initial notification to CDFW shall include information regarding the location, species, number of animals taken or injured, and the ITP Number. Following initial notification, Permittee shall send CDFW a written report within two calendar days. The report shall include the date and time of the finding or incident, location of the animal or carcass, and if possible, provide a photograph, explanation as to cause of take or injury, and any other pertinent information. The written report shall be submitted via e-mail to the Regional Representative and Regional Office identified in Measure 6.4 above.

7. Take Minimization Measures: The following requirements are intended to ensure the minimization of incidental take of Covered Species in the Permit Area during Covered Activities. Permittee shall implement and adhere to the following conditions to minimize take of Covered Species:

7.1. Vehicle Equipment Inspection. Workers shall inspect for Covered Species under vehicles and equipment every time before the vehicles and equipment are moved. If a Covered Species is present, the worker shall notify the Designated Biologist(s) and wait for the Covered Species to move unimpeded to a safe location. Alternatively, the Designated Biologist(s) shall move the Covered Species out of harm’s way outside in compliance with the approved Covered Species Mortality Reduction and Relocation Plans required in Measures [Species Specific Measures X.XX].

7.2. Pipe and Materials Inspection. Workers shall thoroughly inspect all construction pipe, culverts, or other similar structures with a diameter of one inch or greater that are stored for one or more overnight periods for the Covered Species before the structure is subsequently moved, buried, or capped. If during inspection, a Covered Species is discovered inside a pipe, culvert, or similar structure, workers shall notify the Designated Biologist(s) and wait for the Covered Species to move unimpeded to a safe location before moving and utilizing the structure. Alternatively, the Designated Biologist(s) shall move the Covered Species out of harm’s way in compliance with the approved Covered Species Mortality Reduction and Relocation Plans required in Measures [Species Specific Measures X.XX].

7.3. Excavation Inspection. The Designated Biologist(s), Designated Monitor(s) or trained workers shall inspect all trenches, open holes, sumps, and other excavations within the Permit Area at the beginning and end of each day for trapped animals. All trenches, holes, sumps, and other excavations with sidewalls steeper than a 1:1 (45 degree) slope shall be covered when workers or equipment are not actively working in the excavation, which includes cessation of work overnight, or shall have an escape ramp of earth or a non-slip material with a less than 1:1 (45 degree) slope. To prevent inadvertent entrapment of the Covered Species, the Designated Biologist(s) or Designated Monitor(s) shall oversee the covering of all such excavations with barrier material (such as hardware cloth) at the close of each working day such that animals are unable to dig or squeeze under the barrier and become entrapped. The outer two feet of excavation cover shall conform to solid ground so that gaps do not occur between the cover and the ground and shall be secured with soil staples or similar means to prevent gaps. Each morning, the end of each day (including weekends and any other non-workdays), and immediately before trenches, holes, sumps, or other excavations are back filled, the Designated Biologist(s) or Designated Monitor(s) shall thoroughly inspect them for Covered Species. The Designated Biologist(s), Designated Monitor(s) or trained workers shall also thoroughly inspect any trenches, holes, sumps, or other excavations that are covered long term at the beginning of each working day to ensure inadvertent entrapment has not occurred and shall make any necessary repairs to the cover. If any worker discovers a Covered Species has become trapped, Permittees shall cease all Covered Activities in the vicinity and notify the Designated Biologist(s) immediately. Project workers and the Designated Biologist(s) shall allow the Covered Species to escape unimpeded if possible before Covered Activities are allowed to continue. Alternatively, the Designated Biologist(s) shall move the Covered Species out of harm’s way in compliance with the approved Covered Species Mortality Reduction and Relocation Plans required in Measures [Species Specific Measures X.XX].

7.4. Covered Species Observations and Notification. All workers shall inform the Designated Biologist(s) if the Covered Species is seen within or near the Permit Area during implementation of any Covered Activity. All Covered Activities in the vicinity of the Covered Species, which could take or injure the animal, shall cease until the Covered Species moves from the Permit Area of its own accord or the Designated Biologist(s) moves the Covered Species out of harm’s way in compliance with the approved Covered Species Mortality Reduction and Relocation Plans required in Measures [Species Specific Measures X.XX].

Permittee shall notify CDFW within 24 hours of discovery of a Covered Species within the Permit Area via e-mail to the Regional Representative and Regional Office identified in Measure 6.4 above. The notification shall include the name of the Covered Species, the name of the individual who discovered the species, a map showing where the Covered Species was found, and photographs if possible.

7.5. Rodenticides, Pesticides, and Insecticides. Permittee shall not use rodenticides, pesticides, and/or insecticides in the Permit Area without prior written permission from CDFW. Permittee shall not use any second-generation anticoagulant rodenticide (brodifacoum, bromadiolone, difethialone, and difenacoum) in the Permit Area. Permittee shall not use any first-generation anticoagulant rodenticide (diphacinone, chlorophacinone, and warfarin) in the Permit Area without prior written permission from CDFW. If pesticides must be used, Permittee shall consult with CDFW and obtain written approval from CDFW before using any pesticides.

3.2 [bookmark: _1pxezwc]SPECIES SPECIFIC AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION MEASURES 
[Add Blocks for Species Specific Measures – include citations to page numbers, section numbers, and mitigation numbers from MMRP.]

4. [bookmark: _49x2ik5]APPROACH TO MITIGATION Plan [CCR 783.2(a)(8)]   
In addition to the above avoidance and minimization measures, documented by [COUNTY] in a
Conditional Use Permit that will be issued to the Applicant in [YEAR], the following measures will be
implemented to fully mitigate potential impacts from site development to [COVERED SPECIES].

[Detail proposed mitigation amount and type (e.g., mitigation/conservation credit purchase, permanent protection of habitat management lands). Provide as much information as is available at the time of the application.]

5. [bookmark: _2p2csry]APPROACH TO PERMIT COMPLIANCE [CCR 783.2(a)(9)]
[Provide a plan to monitor and report compliance with and effectiveness of the minimization and mitigation measures.  The plan should include specific, measurable goals or success criteria as well as remedial measures and thresholds for triggering those remedial measures. This can be high level, depending on the stage of the project upon application.]

6. [bookmark: _147n2zr]FUNDING [CCR § 783.2(A)(10)]
[Provide a description of the funding source and the level of funding available for implementation of the minimization and mitigation measures. State whether you are planning to issue a performance security so covered activities may begin prior to mitigation obligations being met and what type of proposed performance security (letter of credit, surety bond using CDFW-approved bond form only, escrow account, demand guarantee, or another form approved by CDFW in advance).]

7. [bookmark: _3o7alnk]Certification [CCR § 783.2(A)(11)]
As the Authorized Representative, I hereby certify that the information submitted in this application is complete and accurate to the best of our knowledge and belief. I understand that any false statement herein may subject us to suspension or revocation of this permit and to civil and criminal penalties under the laws of the State of California.  
 
 
Signature: __________________________________ 
Signature must comply with Government Code section 16.5. 


